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09.05.2007 

Definition  

The World Health Organization Statistical Information System (WHOSIS) publishes an annual report 

containing various indicators regarding the public health in different countries. 1  

Relevancy  

The goal of the "Top 15 Vision" is to see Israel achieve a significant socioeconomic advancement 

that would put Israel among the 15 leading countries in terms of quality of life within fifteen years.2 

Quality of life is a subjective term determined by various components. Numerous indices attempt to 

measure the quality of life of individuals in different countries. The most prominent indices among 

them are the Economist's Quality of Life Index, the UN Human Development Index, and the Quality 

of Life chapter in the OECD Factbook. These indices utilize a range of methodologies and examine 

diverse components of quality of life.   

In order to pursue the Top 15 Vision, the Government of Israel should first define the key components 

relevant to Quality of Life in Israel.3 Thus the Reut Institute identified three main areas that affect 

quality of life in Israel directly and enable a basis for comparison to other countries:  

 Economic well-being reflects the individual's ability to secure financial stability for himself 

and for his family.  

 Social well-being reflects the desire and ability of an individual to identify with his community 

and to play an active role in it.  

 Personal-physical well-being reflects the extent to which an individual's life or health is 

exposed to danger.  

The WHOSIS allows assessment of personal-physical well-being in Israel, specifically focusing on 

health. Decision makers can compare between countries according to the prevalence, causes and risks 

of mortality and morbidity4 as well as the quality and services provided by the health system.  

The Reut Institute has concluded that the WHOSIS is the most appropriate index to estimate the 

health aspect of quality of life.5  

                                                      
1  See: A guide to the statistical information system at the World Health Organization (WHO) webpage.  
2  See: Reut Institute paper: Top 15 Vision. 
3 See: Reut Institute paper: Quality of Life.  
4  For example, relevant health risk factors in developed countries include venereal diseases, smoking and obesity.  

On the other hand, more suitable risk factors for developing countries include presence of malaria and tuberculosis. 
5  In order for international indices to affect the design and implementation of policy they must help identify groups, 

geographical areas, institutions, or sectors of the economy that need to be addressed. Indices should also help 

evaluate the success of past policy. Finally, indices have a role in affecting the national discourse and guiding 

public opinion. See: Reut Institute Policy Positions: Competitiveness Indices - Tools for Policy Design and Seven 

Indices for Measuring Quality of Life. 

 

http://www.who.int/whosis/en/
http://reut-institute.org/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=992
http://reut-institute.org/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=1300
http://www.reut-institute.org/Publication.aspx?PublicationId=1824
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Israel in Comparison to the Top 15 

The WHOSIS contains data from 193 countries. While there is no overall ranking provided, values 

of many health indicators are given, enabling international comparison. For example: In 2001, 38% 

of Israeli adult males were tobacco smokers.  A comparison to the EU reveals that the lowest rate of 

smokers was found in Switzerland (15%), Iceland (15%) and Ireland (23%). 

Publisher 

The WHO is the leading authority on health issues within the United Nations.  The organization is 

responsible for providing leadership on global health matters, shaping the health research agenda, 

setting norms and standards and assessing health trends.6   

Structure and Limitations 

The WHOSIS does not rank the countries according to the overall health status of their inhabitants. 

Rather, the index is composed of 101 health indicators, arranged into six pillars:   

 Mortality – This pillar contains data relating to life expectancy and causes of death. It is 

composed of variables such as the number of deaths in a given population due to HIV/AIDS. 

 Morbidity – This pillar contains data regarding the prevalence of various diseases in a country. 

It is composed of variables such as the number people infected with tuberculosis.  

 Risk Factors – This pillar contains data regarding the prevalence of various factors known to 

be hazardous to health. It is composed of variables such as the prevalence of tobacco use in 

adolescents.   

 Health Service Coverage – This pillar contains data regarding the type and accessibility of 

health services in a given country. It is composed of variables such as percentage of births by 

Cesarean section and percentage of one-year-olds immunized with one dose of measles.  

 Health Systems – This pillar contains data regarding the size and funding of the medical work 

force. It is composed of variables such as the number of doctors in a country and the number of 

hospital beds.  

Some of the health indicators are missing data regarding Israel.7 

Data Sources  

The data in the WHOSIS is collected from publications and databases produced by the World 

Health Organization. 

                                                      
6  See the World Health Organization  website.  
7  For example, data regarding contraceptive usage and availability of health care workers is missing for Israel.   

http://www.who.int/about/en/
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Usage 

The World Health Organization’s Statistical Information System enables Israel to assess its public 

health over time and in relation to a relevant peer group. The assessment can thus be used to set policy 

benchmarks and goals for the Israeli health system.8 

                                                      
8  For example, variables relating to health systems such as public access to medical facilities can be used for this  

purpose. 
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